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AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY QF THE
UNITED STATES MARINES IN AMERICAN FICTION

Complled by

Truman R, Strobrildge

Introductlon

The following llst ls Intended as a research tool for hlstorlans, wrilters,
librarians, and others Interested in the publlc lmage of the Unlted States“Maninef
as portrayed In American flectlon over the years. The presence or absence of any
partlcular work, however, does not express approval_or disapproval. TThe zonly
criterla used for 1nclusicn are the ones glven below., _If any pertlnent ‘work-has
been omltted, 1% was unintentlonal and not deliberate,

As with any compalation of a bibliographlecal nature, certaln standards of
selection had to be rigorossly applied. The tests in this case were: (1) Was 1t
a work predominantly about United States Maranes? (2) Was_1t a work of "fictlon?
(3) was 1t published in book form?

The resulting 1lst conslsts of novels and collectlons of “short._storiles.in
which the major flctlonal characters are Unlted States Marines. Many -border-line
cases, lnevltable 1n any task of selection, had to be discarded. Numerous war
anthologles contaln short stories about Marines, but if -these-made up.a small
percentage of the total book, inclusion was not considered appropriate, TSeveral
novels 1n whlch Marines loomed large in the plot, but were ‘not ~the-major charac-

ters, were ellminated, such as John B. Durgan, Two Per Cent Fear; A. B, YE4"

Edelmann, Condition 1s Red; Frederilc Wakeman, Shore Leave; and KennethDodson,

Away all Boats. On the other hand, Andrew Geer, Reckless, 'Pride of the Marines,

‘and Robert Leckle, Helmet for My Plllow, books usually classified by llbrarians

as fletlon, have been omltted because the compller conslders “them primarily non-
fictlon works rather than fiction.
In the bibliography which follows,‘no attempt at llterary-evaluation hasg

been made. Both good and poor llterary works have been Included 1n-an-attempt to



survey the publle image of Marlnes as vlewed by wrlters. The annotatlons are

designed to give a brlef understanding of what the book 1s about, and not to

serve as a critical judgment upon the work or the author. To make 1% easler to

view the flctlonal Marine over the years, these books are arranged chroncloglcally

ag to date of publlcatlon. Author and tltle 1ndexes can be found 1n the appendlxes.

Bibllography

Ralph Delahaye Palne. The WallBetween. Illustrated by Alonzo Kimball.
New York: Charles Scribnerts sons, 1914. 340 pp.

An early novel about John Kendall, a quartermaster sergeant 1ln the
Marine Corps, who falls in love wlth the colonel's niece and sees actlon
in Nicaragua.

I.tCol Giles Blshop, Jr., USMC. The Marlnes Have Landed. TIllustrated by
Donald S. Humphreys. Philladelphia: The Penn Publlishing Company, 1921.

356 pp.

Rlchard Comstock, the enllsted hero of this teen-age novel, travels
to several southern lands and wltnesses a llvely skirmish 1n Mexlco.

Edward Champe Carter. A Marine, Sir! DBoston: Cornhlll Publishing Company,
1921, 173 pp. -

A juvenile novel describing the peacetlme experlences of Private
Warfleld "Wardy" Brown and hils young Marlne companlons as they change
from youngsters Ilnto Marlnes.

LtCol Glles Bishop, Jr., USMC. The Marines Have Advanced. Illustrated by
Donald S. Humphreys. PhlladeIphia: The renn Publlishing Company, 1922,

393 vp.

A sequel to The Marlnes Have Landed. The hero engages 1n several of
the expedltlons of the "Banana Wars" and progresses from Corporal to
Second Lleutenant.

LtCol Giles Bilshop, Jr., USMC. Lieutenant Comstock, U. S. Marine.
Illustrated by Donald S. Humphreys. Philadelphla:” The Penn Publishing
Company, 1922, 363 pp.

4 sequel to The Marlnes Have Advanced. Lleutenant Comstock goes to
France durlng World War I, where he and hls frilends encounter many adven-
tures, 1ncluding contact wlth Tthe extenslve spy system of the Germans.

L%Col Glles Blshop, Jr., USMC. Captaln Comstock, U.S.M.C. Illustrated by
Dogald 3. Humphreys. Phlladelphia: The Penn Publishing Company, 1923,
353 pp.

A sequel to Lleutenant Comstock, U, S. Marine. It deals wlth the
herc as a member ol Ghe Fourth Marine Brigade in France durlng World War I
and follows hilm through the actions from Belleau Wood to the Meuge-Argonne.

Thoggg Boyd. Points of Honor. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1925.
PP.

Eleven short storles about Marlnes 1ln France durlng World War I,
wrltten by an ex-Marine who was there.
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Capt John W. Thomason, Jr., USMC. Filx Bayonets! Illustrated by the Author,
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1925, 245 pp.

‘A collectlon of rive short stories centered about the Marines of the
4hoth Company, lst Battallon, 5th Marine Regiment, in France during World
War I, especlally the actlons of Belleau Wood, Solssons, and Blanc Mont.

Thomas Boyd. Through the Wheat. Illustrated by Capt John W. Themason, Jr.,
USMC, New York: Charles Scribner!s Sons, 1927. 260 pp.

The princlpal character of thls novel of Marlnes in France during
World War I, Private Hlcks, slowly becomes adjusted to the dally tasks
of surviving under front llne conditlons and the constant advance into
almost certaln death.

BrigGen Smedley D, Butler, USMC, and 1lstLt Arthur Burks, USMC. Walter Garvin
in Mexlco. Phlladelphia: Dorrance and Company, 1927. 238 pp.

A novel about a Marlne officer who undertakes a spy mlsslon %o Mexico
Clty just prior to the Vera Cruz incldent in 1914, General Butler's
somewhat slmillar real-life spy misslon to Mexlco City might have inspired
thls novel.

Capt John W. Thomason, Jr., USMC. Red Pants and Other Storles. TIllustrated
by the Author., New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1927. 246 pp.

Ten shert storles about Marlnes, ranglng from World War I in Europe
to the "Banana Wars" 1n the troples.

Maj George Flelding Ellot. The Eagles of Death. Illustrated by G. De Beaulileu.
New .York: Frederlck Warne and Company, 1029. 282 pp.

A juvenlle novel about two lads, too young to enlist, who stow away on
a transport and follow the Marines to adventure in Nilcaragua.

Walllam T. Scanlon. God Have Mercy on Us! A Story of 1918. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1920.” 339 pD.

Told 1n the flrst person, thils story begins wilth the Marilnes golng
into actlon for the first time at Belleau Wood and ends with the armlstilce.

Capt John W. Thomason, Jr., USMC. Marilnes and Others. Illustrated by the
Author. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1929, 290 pp.

A collection of ten short storiles, elght of which concern Marilnes,
ranging 1n scene from the trenches of World War I in France %o the ailr
patrols 1n Nicaragua,

W. wEﬁdell Flewelling. 3Bad Hombre. Boston: Meador Publlshing Company, 1931.
2 PP.

~ A novel about the Marines 1n Santo Domingo during the "Banana Wars,"

Irwin R, Franklyn. Knlghts of the Cockplt: A Romantle Eple of the Flying
Marines in Haitl. New York: Dial Press, 1931. 310 DD.

A novel dealing with Marine flier, Rorrle O'Rourke, and his explolts
in Haltl in operatlons agalnst the rebels.

Capt John W. Thomason, Jr., USMC. Salt Winds and Gobl Dust. Tllustrated
by the Author. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1934. 326 pp.

A collectlon of rifteen short storles, deallng primarlly wlth Marlnes
in actlon from China to Nilcaragua.
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"Frederic Nelson Liltten. Rhodes of the Leathernecks. New York: Dodd, Mead,

and Company, 1935. 376 pp. 1llus.

A novel centered about an Army fller detached %o Haltl for service
with the Marlnes and the Garde dt' Haltl.

1stit William James Stamper, USMC. Beyond the Seas. Norfolk, Virglnla:
Prilvately Printed, 1935. 215 pp.

4 collectlon of slxteen short storles about Marines 1n thelr far-flung
statlons, fllled wlth mystery, adventure, and lure of forelgn countrles as
experlenced and narrated by a Marine cofficer on duty beyond the seas.

Wllllam Martin Camp. Retreat, Hell! New York: D. Appleton-Century Company,
1943, 529 pp. ’

A novel dealing wlth the explolts of the Fourth Marlnes 1n China and
at Bataan and Corregldor.

e Grand (l.e., Le Grand Henderson). Augustus Helps the Marines.

Indianapolils: Bobbs-Merrlll Company, 1943, b, Tllus.
1A Juvenlle filctlon beok, designed for chlldren from slx to ten years
of age.
Col John W. Thomason, Jr., USMC. =---And a Fey Marines. TIllustrated by the

Author. WNew York: Charles Scribner's sons, 1943, 667 pp.

Thlrty-seven storles of Marlnes, ranglng in scene from the battle-
flelds of France %o Soubth Amerlca, the Carilbbean, and North China.
Inltlally publlshed as four separate books---Flx Bayonets!, Red Pants
and Other Storles, Marines and Others, and Salt Winds and Gobl Dugt---
the majorlty of these tales plus several others which appeared 1n the
Saturday Evening Post have been Ilncorporated into thls single volume.

Richard Brooks. Brick Foxhole. DNew York: Harpers, 1945. 238 pp.

A novel about a Marine statloned 1n the United States during World
War II. On a weekend pass, he vlslts Washington, D, C., and becomes
inveolved In a murder.

Josgephlne Young Case. Wrltten in Sand. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1845, 161 pp.

4 short hlstorlcal novel based on the Invaslon of Tripoll in 1805 by
General Wllllam Eaton, Lieutenant O'Bannon and a few Marilnes. Written
for the hlgh school level of reader.

1stLt Barbara A, Whlte, USMCWR. Lady Leatherneck., New York: Dodd, Mead,
and Company, 1945. 180 pp.

A Dodd, Mead Career Book, desligned for teen-age glrls, thils novel
descrives a Woman Marine's inductlon, tralning, her duty asslgnment 1in
California, and her romance wilth Captaln Richard Whiting, USMC,

Capt Richard G. Hubler, USMC. I've Got Mine. New York: G. P, Putnam's Sons,
1946. 216 pp.

A novel based on the famous Cholseul Diversion in the late fall of
1943, when a party of Marines landed on Cholseul Island to keep the
Japanese occcupled whlle the First Marine Amphlbilous Corps prepared %o
land in force at Bougalnville,
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Dan Levin. Mask of Glory. New York: McGraw-H11l1l Book Company, 1949.
278 pp. T

A novel deplcting the brlef Marine Corps career of Glen Manson.
The story follows him from boot camp to advanced training, from there
to combat and death.

William Maler. Pleagure Island. Illustrated by Carl Rose. New York:
Jullan Messner Inc., 1989, 250 pp.

A novel about the Marines on an island 1ln the Paciflc durlng World
War II, the Engllsh proprleter of the 1lsland, hls three beautlful
daughters, and the natlves.

Claude F. Koch. Igland Interlude., New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, Inc.,
1851, 260 pp.

A novel dealing wlth a group of Marines statloned on an 1lsolated
island in the Pacifilc, and the effects upon each of them of the Second
World War and the heat.

Pat Frank. Hold Back the Nlght. Phlladelphla: J. B, Llppincott, 1952,
210 pp.

Thls novel relates an incldent of the war 1n Korea, telllng the story
of Dog Company, a Marlne unlt, whose misslon 1t was to cover the wlth-
drawal from the Reservolr to Hungham on %the cocast.

Warren leslle. The Best Thing that ever Happened. New York: McGraw, 1952.
293 pp.

A novel about a young Marlne who goes AWOL from boot camp, and the
effect of that act on him and hls mother. -

Leon Urls. Battle Cry. DNew York: G, P. Putnam's Sons, 1953. 505 pp.

ivd
Thls novel follows the radlo sguad of the 2d Battallon, 6th Marilnes
through thelr adventures from Guadalcanal to Iwo Jima. .

Lucy Herndon Crockett. ‘The Magnlflicent Bastards. New York: Farrar, Straus
and Young, 1954. 296 pp.

A novel centered around Noumea, New Caledbnia, the Red Cross women
who staffed the servlce club there, and the Marines of the mythlcal. 5th
Marlne Ralder Battallon.

Bert% N. Brlggs. To the Shores of Tripoll. Phlladelphla: Wlnston, 1955.
152 pp. !

United States Marlnes 1n the Medlterranean agalnst the Barbary pirates.
Wrltten for the Junior High Schocl level of reader.

Wllllam Herber. Tomorrow To Llve. New York: Coward-McCann, 1957. 317 pp.

The Salpan campalgn of World War II 1s the setting of thils novel,
and the hero 1s a Marine Infantry platcon leader.

Charleg F. Johnson. Steve Fletcher, U, S, Marine. Illustrated by Oliver:
Grimley. PhiladelphIa: ~John C, Winston Company, 1957. 176 pp.

Written for the teen-ager, thls story concerns the Marine Corps
recrult training at San Diego and the experlences of a youth undergoing
the Corps! recrult tralning.
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Anton Olmstead Myrer. The Blg War.. New York: Appleton, 1957. 463 pp.

A novel of Marlnes durlng World War II, 1t relates the last days of
the training camp, the last furlough home, and actlon agalinst the Japa-
nese on a Paclfle beachhead.

Rlchard Dohrman. The Cross of Baron Samedl. Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1958. ~ 502 pp.

4 novel dealing with a Marlne offlcer 1ln the Gendarmerle d'Hailti
durlng the perlod of the Unlted States Marlnes! involvement 1n Haltl.

Ernegt Frankel. Band of Brothers. New York: Maecmlllan Company, 1958,
360 pp.

A novel of the Korean War with a "frozen Chosin" background, being
primarily the story of a Marlne company commander as he learns 1n
actlon the difference between command and leadership.

MaJ Doyle A. New, USMC. One Was a Marine. New York: New Greenwlch Book
Publishers, 1958. 276 pp.

v A novel dealing with a Marlne officer!s experlences wlth the Corps
from Nlcaragua to Korea,

Boyd Cochrell. The Barren Beaches of Hell. New York: Henry Holt and
Company, 1959. 379 pp.

A novel followlng Private Andrew W1lly through the conguest of
Tarawa, Salpan, Tinlan, and Oklnawa %o the occupation of Nagasakl and
hls dlscharge after 30 months of actlve duty with the Marlne Corps.

Robert G. Fuller. Danger! Marines at Work! New York: Random House,
1959. 218 pp.

4 novel which glves a portralt of a battalion of Paramarilnes,
temporarlly off the front lines and camped on New Caledonla during
World War IT.

Gene Hendryx. Semper Fi! The Story of the Ninth Marines. New York:
Pageant Presg, 1959, 370 pp.

A flctlonalized account of the 9%h Marineg durlng World War II.

Ben Masselink. The Crakerjack Marines. DBeoston: Little, Brown and Company,
1952. 275 pp.

A novel dealing with a Marine!s tour of recrult-duty in Chicago
during World War II.

Robert lLeckle. Mgg}pes! New York: Bantam Books, 1960. 150 pp.
Ten ghort storles about Marines in World War II, from thelr %tralning
in the Unlted States to the jungles of the Pacific. )
Davld MacCulsh., Do Not Go Gentle, Garden Clty, New York: Doubleday and
Company, 1960.7 472 pp.

A novel about a Marine, following him from his chlldhood in Montana,
through boot camp, combat on Guadalcanal, and back %o the States.

Gene L. Coon. Meanwhile Back at the Front. New York: Crown, 1961. 309 pp.

A novel dealing with the improbable explolts of the Public Information
Sectlon of the lst Marine Divieilon during the Korean War,
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48.
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50.

Jere Yeacock, Valhalla., New York: ¢. P. Putnam's Sons, 1961.:°510 pp.
A novel about Marines who are veterans of the Korean {lghtlng, .but
now have the peacetlime guty of tralnlng and waltlng in Japan for_ the
next war.

Willlam Crawford. Gilve Me Tomorrow. New York: Putnam, 1962. 2567pp.

A novel about Marlnes durlng the Korean War.

Fletcher Knebel and Charles W. Balley, II. Seven Days.ln May. New York:
Harper and Row, Publishers, 1962. 341 pp*

A novel about a fantastlc plot by the Chalrman of the Jolnt Chiefs
of Staff to remove the Presldent and take over the government.of the
Unlted States., The hero, Marine Colonel Martin J. Casey, uncovers-.the
consplracy and works wilth the President to thwart 1t.



APPENDIX I
Author Index¥*

Balley, II, Charles W., 50
Bishop; Glles, Jr., 2, 4, 5, &
Boyd, Thomas, 7, ©

Briggs, Berta, 34

Broolkts, Richard, 23

Burks, Arthur, 10

Butler, Smedley D., 10
Camp, William Martin, 20
Case, Josephine Young, 24
Carter, Edward Champe, 3
Cochrell, Boyd, %1

Coon, Gene L., 47
Crawford, William, 49
Crockett, Lucy Herndon, 33
Dchrman, Rlchard, 38
Ello%t, George Flelding, 12
Flewellling, W, Wendell, 15
Frank, Pat, 30

Frankel, Ernest, 32
Franklyn, Irwin R,, 16
Fuller, Robert G,, 42
Henderson, le Grand, 21
Hendryx, Gene, 43

Herber, Willlam, 35
Hubler, Rilchard G., 26
Johnson, Charles F., 36
Knebel, Fletcher, 50

Le Grand (pseud.), 21
Leckle, Robert, 45

Leslle, Warren, 31

* Reference 1s to the ltem number.
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Levin, Dan, 27

Litten, Frederlc Nelson, 18
MacCulsh, David, 46

Maler, Willlam, 28
Masselink, Ben, 44

Myrer, Anton Olmstead, 37
New, Doyle A,, 40O

Paine, Ralph Delahaye, 1
Peacock, Jere, 48

Scanlon, Willlam T., 13
Stamper, Willlam James, 20
Thomason, John W., Jr., 8, 11, 14, 17, 22
Urls, lLeon, 32

Wnlte, Barbara A., 25



APPENDIX IT

Title Index -

A Marine, Sir!, 3

---And a Few Marines, 22

Auguatug Helps the Marlnes, 21

Bad Hombre, 15

Band of Brothers, 39

Battle Cry, 32
Beyond the Seasg, 19

Brlek Foxhole, 23

Captaln Comstock, U.8.M.C., 6

Danger! Marines at Work!, 42
{

Do Not Go Gentle, 46

Fix Bayonets!, 8

Glve Me Tomorrow, 49

God Have Mercy on Us! A Story of 1918, 13

Hold Back the Night, 30
I've Got Mlne, 26

Enlghts of the Cockplt: & Romantlc Eplc of the

Flying Marines in Haltl, 16

Lady Leatherneck, 25

Lieutenant Comstock, U, S, Marine, 5
Marines!, 45 -«

Marines and Others, 14

Mask of Glory, 27

Meanwhile Back at the Front, 47

One Was a Marine, 40

Pleasure Igland, 28

Polnts of Honor, 7

Red Pants and Other Storles, 11

Retreat, Hell!, 20

¥ Reference 1s to the 1ltem number.
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Rhodes of the Leathernecks, 18

Salt Winds and Gobli Dust, 17

Semper Fi! The Story of the Ninth Marines, 43

Seven Days 1n May, 50

Steve Fletcher, U, S, Marines, 36

The Barren Beaches of Hell, 41

The Best Thing that ever Happened, 31

The Blg War, 37

The Crackerjack Marines, 44

The Cross of Baron Samedl, 38

The Eagles of Death, 12

The Magnilflcent Bastards, 33

The Marines Have Advanced, 4

The Wall Between, 1

Through the Wheat, 9

To the Shores of Tripoli, 34

Tomorrow to Live, 35

Valhalla, 48
Walter Garvin 1n Mexico, 10

Written 1n Sand, 24
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